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FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES GRANT AWARDS 
 

On April 28, 2008, the Board of Trustees of the Community Foundation for Muskegon County 

met and approved grant awards to a variety of community organizations in support of projects 

throughout the Muskegon region. A combined total of $228,006 was awarded from a variety of 

funds that make up the Community Foundation portfolio of assets. Highlights of the grant awards 

developed through the work of numerous volunteer committees and ratified by the Board of 

Trustees are listed below: 
 

Distribution Committee: 
 

Grants from the Distribution Committee are made from the Foundation’s unrestricted pool of funds and 

can support a broad range of community needs including: Arts, Community/Urban Redevelopment and 

Improvement, Education, Environment and Health & Human Services. 

Community Foundation for Muskegon County – up to $25,000 to support the Third Street traffic 

circle site design and installation of the Richard Hunt sculpture “Muskegon Together Rising” 

City of North Muskegon - $10,000 to provide match support for the construction of the North 

Muskegon portion of the Berry Junction Trail  

West Shore Symphony Orchestra - $10,000 to support a March 2009 multimedia presentation and 

Symphony concert titled “American Made: The Art of Manufacturing”  

Pioneer Resources - $7,000 to support summer camp for people with disabilities 

United Way of the Lakeshore - $6,000 to support the continuation of the Lights on After School 

program in Muskegon County Schools 

Muskegon Public Schools - $5,000 to support a community-wide school drop-out prevention initiative 

State of Michigan/Department of Human Resources - $5,000 to support the expansion of Family 

Resource Centers to the Holton, Ravenna, Montague and Whitehall School districts 

 



 
 

Muskegon Civic Theatre - $3,000 to support “Noises Off,” a comedy to be staged in the Frauenthal 

Theater during the October 2008 Arts and Humanities Festival 

 

Gillette Natural History Association - $2,500 to support natural resource education programs at P.J. 

Hoffmaster State Park 

LST 393 Preservation Association, Inc. - $2,500 to support educational displays/exhibit capacity 

Michigan Historical Center Foundation - $2,500 to support the Muskegon component of a lakeshore 

Heritage Tourism project in West Michigan Beachtown communities 

 

Julia Hackley Fund: 

 
Grants from the Julia E. Hackley Memorial Fund support programs and projects of non-profit agencies 

and organizations who work to meet the needs of poor and underprivileged citizens living in the City of 

Muskegon 

 
Neighborhood Investment Corporation - $12,000 to support foreclosure counseling for City of 

Muskegon residents. 

 

Muskegon County Cooperating Churches - $10,620 to support the Feed the City 2008 program, which 

includes Gleaner food trucks and a centralized food pantry depot program.   

 

Love INC - $9,000 to support the emergency needs for City of Muskegon residents.   

 

American Red Cross - $4,000 – to support medical transportation service for low income seniors in the 

City of Muskegon.  

 

City of Muskegon - $1,500 to support the 2008 Summer Internship Positions.  The City will continue to 

use the Community Foundation scholarship program for candidate selection.   

 

Muskegon County Medical Society Fund: 

 
Since 1965 the Muskegon County Medical Society has supported a broad array of health-related 

community projects.  The organization will continue that mission through the Muskegon County 

Medical Society Fund, the purpose of which is to provide grants to programs and projects 

relating to health and science education and services.   
 

Nutritional Services/Meals on Wheels - $2,500 to support the Wellness Program at Tanglewood Park  

 

Muskegon County Medical Society Alliance - $1,500 to support the Alliance Scholarship Program 

 



 
 

 

Muskegon County Lions Club Fund: 
 

The Muskegon County Lions Club Fund was established in 1999 to develop, implement and support 

innovative solutions and services that assist Muskegon County residents who experience the loss of sight 

or hearing. Services may include the prevention of hearing or sight loss 
 

MOKA/Deaf Hard of Hearing Connection - $8,000 to support the June 2008 annual Camp-I-Can at 

Pioneer Trails camp for deaf and hard of hearing youth from age 12-21 
 

Muskegon Community Health Project - $6,000 to support a supplemental grant to continue the 

delivery of coordinated direct vision services to clients referred by the eight area Lions Clubs in 

Muskegon County 

 

Pioneer Resources/Blind Retreat - $2,250 to support the 2008 three-day retreat at Pioneer Trails camp 

for adults who are blind or visually impaired  

  

Environmental Endowment Fund: 

 
The Environmental Endowment Fund of the Foundation was established in 1998 to support proposals 

and grant requests that build community environmental capacity and awareness, that educate young and 

old, both formally and informally and promote the environmental interests of the Muskegon region. 

Specific interests include a smart growth approach to land-use planning, protection and restoration of 

green spaces and watersheds as well as the restoration of critical dune areas and other natural 

resources.  

 

Mona Lake Watershed Council / Sustainability Coalition – $5,000 to conduct a county-wide baseline 

recycling study to determine the quantity and quality of present recycling efforts in both the public and 

private sectors in our communities 

 
Great Lakes Fishery Trust - $3,000 to support an 18-month West Michigan Great Lakes Stewardship 

Initiative that has been funded by the Fishery Trust with a $200,000 grant to the MAISD Math & Science 

Center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Youth Advisory Council: 
 

During the 2008, the Youth Advisory Council (YAC) of the Foundation will fund proposals that address 

projects and programs that focus on Adolescent Health with specific focus on teenage pregnancy 

(prevention, education and consequences), youth obesity, substance abuse and safety 
 

Muskegon County Schools - $10,000 to support the 2008/2009 Teacher Mini Grant program 

 

Catholic Charities West Michigan - $9,605 to support the Teen Parent Program 

 

West Michigan Therapy - $7,500 to the RISE Program at MTEC during the 2008/2009 school year 

 

State of Michigan/Department of Human Services - $5,000 to support the expansion of Family 

Resource Centers to the Holton, Ravenna, Montague and Whitehall School districts 

 

Men and Women of Character - $3,500 to support summer programming at Muskegon Heights Middle 

School for youth ages 11-13 

   

White Lake Community Fund: 
 
Grants from the White Lake Community Fund focus on meeting the needs of residents of the White Lake 

area including the Cities of Whitehall and Montague. 

 

White Lake Ambulance - $5,000 to support EMT training 

 

United Way - $4,000 to support Lights On After School program in Whitehall and Montague 

 

 

Arts Council of White Lake - $3,550 to support performing arts education programs  

 

City of Whitehall - $2,700 to support assistive listening device in the Howmet Theater 

 

Anchor of Hope Church of the Nazarene - $2,500 to support the 2008 Water Safety Day 
 

White Lake Senior Center - $1,000 to support the purchase of new chairs for seniors   

 

Newaygo County Community Choir - $550 to support a community choir collaboration 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Thomas and Geraldine Seyferth Fund: 
 

Grants from the Thomas and Geraldine Seyferth Fund support community development projects and 

programs that benefit the youth in Muskegon County, as well as awarding scholarships to students 

pursuing a post-secondary 4-year degree.   

 

State of Michigan – Department of Human Services - $10,000 to support the expansion of Family 

Resource Centers to the Holton, Montague, Ravenna and Whitehall School districts 

 

MSU Extension – Muskegon County - $7,956 to support the Parenting Education Program 

 

City of Muskegon - $7,675 to support the Summer Adventure Program at Seyferth Park 

 

First Congregational Church - $2,000 to support the Saturday Morning Breakfast Program 

 

Muskegon County Cooperating Churches - $1,600 to support two food trucks from West Michigan 

Gleaners 

 

WHAT IS THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION? 

The Community Foundation for Muskegon County was created in 1961 to improve the quality of life for 

Muskegon County residents.  As a publicly-supported community endowment, the Foundation receives 

and manages contributions from thousands of community citizens and organizations who are committed 

to the future of Muskegon County.  The Community Foundation supports community projects in the 

areas of Arts, Education, Muskegon and Downtown Development, Health and Human Services and 

Environment.  The Foundation reflects the vision of Muskegon County residents and provides a cost 

effective vehicle for contributing to the community through gifts of any size and of many types. 

 

HOW DO YOU APPLY FOR A GRANT? 

Grant applications generally are solicited twice each year, once in the spring and again in the fall of the 

year. Non-profit organizations interested in seeking grant support from the Community Foundation are 

encouraged to call the Foundation office for more specific information about the grant program and 

application process.   
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